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THE nearest formula, as to human con-
duct, to the teachings of Jesus is found in
the Declaration of Independence; and the
Constitution of the United States is the
embodiment, as near as may be, of those
principles in the management of organized
society.

<
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TaESE liberal principles are the out-
growth of the doctrines taught by Christ,
and put into our national political system
by the joint efforts of liberal Christian
ministers, and philosophical statesmen, and
the good done to religion and humanity
will be an everlasting monument to those
noble men whose efforts were not put
forth in vain.

P
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“It is strange that professed followers
of Christ should forget the lines defined
and ordered by the Founder of our relig-
ion, and appeal to the State to aid them
with its fines and prisons in the spread of
religious truths, when the facts are ever
before us to prove that in this country,
where Church and State have thus far
been divorced, Christianity is on a better
and more promising footing than it is in
any other country on the globe.”

-
-

‘WE do not charge the National Reform-
ers with the intention to follow the exam-
ple of the Papacy, nor with any purpose
to oppose themselves to the truth of God

by usurping his prerogatives; far from it; |

but we do charge that their zeal for God
and for his law is not according to knowl-
edge. Their purpose is to honor God by

requiring all to acknowledge him as the
rightful ruler of this Nation, and of all
nations; but the effect of their proposed
amendment would be to put the Govern-
ment in the place of God, to substitute
for the divine law human interpretation
of that law, and so to destroy allegiance
to God.

>—

How Are the Powers That Be Ordained ?

THE Scripture says that ‘‘the powers
that be are ordained of God.” How is it
done? Is it direct and miraculous, or
providential ? Jer. 27:1-8 shows that
the power of Nebuchadnezzar as king of
Babylon was ordained of God. Did God
send a prophet or a priest to anoint him
king ? or did he send a heavenly messen-
ger, as to Moses and Gideon? Not at all.
Nebuchadnezzar was king because he was
the son of his father, who was king. How
did his father become king? Thus: In
625 B. c. Babylonia was but a province of
the empire of Assyria, and Media was
another. Both revolted at once. The
king of Assyria gave Nabopolassar com-
mand of a large force, sent him to Baby-
lonia to quell the revolt, while he himself
led other forces into Media, and put down
the insurrection there. Nabopolassar did
his work so well in Babylonia that the
king of Assyria rewarded him with the
command of that province, with the title,
king of Babylon. Thus we see Nabopo-
lassar received his power from the king
of Assyria. The king of Assyria received
his power from his father, Asshurbanipal.
Asshurbanipal received hisfrom his father,
Esarhaddon. Esarhaddon (received his

from his father, Sennacherib. Sennache- |

rib, from his father, Sargon, and Sargon

received his from the troops in the field, |

otherwise from the people. Thus we see
that the power of the kingdom of Babylon
and of Nebuchadnezzar, the king, or of
his son, or of his son’s son, was simply
providential, and sprung ultimately from
the people.

Take, for instance, Queen Victoria, .

queen of Great Britain. How did she be-

come so ? Simply by the fact that she
was the first in the line of succession when
William the Fourth died. Through one
line she traces her royal lineage to Wil-
liam the Conqueror ? But who was Wil-
liam the Conqueror ? He was a Norman
chief who led his forces into England in
1066, and established his power there.
How did he become a chief of the Nor-
mans ? The Normans made him their
chief, so that in that line it is clear that
the power of Queen Victoria sprung from
the people. "

Take the other line. The house that
now rules Britain, represented in Victoria,
is the House of Hanover. Hanover is a
province of Germany. How did the
House of Hanover get into England ?
When Queen Anne died, the line of suc-
cession was George of Hanover, who be-
came king of England under the title of
George the First. How did he receive
his princely dignity ? Through his line-
age, from Henry the Lion, son of Henry
the Proud, who received the Duchy of
Saxony from Frederick Barbarossa, in
1156. Henry the Lion, son of Henry the
Proud, was a prince of the House of
Guelph, of Suabia. The father of the House
of Guelph was a prince of the Allemanni,
who invaded the Roman Empire and
established their power in what is now
Southern Germany, and were the origin of
whatisnow the German nation and empire.
But who made this man prince ? The sav-
age tribes of Germany. So that in this
line also the royal dignity of Queen Vic-
toria springs from the people.

Besides this the imperial power of Queen
Victoria asshe now reignsis circamscribed,
limited by the people. It hasbeen related,
and we have seen it in print, although the
story may not be true, yet it will serve to
illustrate the point, that on one occasion
Gladstone, while Prime Minister and head
of the House of Commons, took a certain
paper to the queen to be signed. She did

| not exactly approve of it, and said she

would not sign it. Gladstone spoke of
the merit of the act, but the queen de-
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clared she would not sign it. Gladstone
replied, ‘“ Your majesty must sign it.”
““Must sign it!” exclaimed the queen,
““ Must sign it ! Do you know who I am ?
I am the queen of England!” Gladstone
calmly replied, ¢ Yes, your majesty, but
I am the people of England.” And she
had to sign it. The people of England
can command the queen of England. The
power of the people of England is above
that of the queen of England. She, as
queen, is simply the representative of
their power,

They are not personal sovereigns in
themselves who are referred to in the
words, ‘‘ The powers that be are ordained
of God.” It is the governmental power,
of which the sovereign is the representa-
tive, and that sovereign receives his
power from the people. Outside of the
theocracy of Israel there never has been
a ruler who has justly ruled on earth,
whose dignity was not derived from the
people, either express, or permissive. It
is not any particular sovereign whose
power is ordained of God, nor any par-
ticular form of government. It is the
genius of governmentitself. The absence
of government is anarchy. Anarchy is
only governmental confusion. But the
Scriptures say, ‘‘God is not the author of
confusion.” God is the God of order. He
has ordained order, and he has put within
man himself that idea of government, of
self-protection, which is the first law of
nature, which organizes itself into forms
of one kind or another, wherever men
dwell on the face of the earth; and it is
for men themselves to say what shall be
the form of government under which they
shall dwell. One people has one form;
another has another. This genius of civil
order springs from God; its exercise
within its legitimate sphere is ordained of
God, and the Declaration of Independence
simply asserted the eternal truth of God
when it said, ‘‘ Governments derive their
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.” Whether it be exercised in one
form of government or another, it mat-
ters not. The governmental power and
order thus ordained is of God.

If the people choose to change their form
of government, it is the same power still,
and is to be respected still. The power
is still ordained of God in its legitimate
exercise, in things pertaining to men and
their relation to their fellow-men; but no
power, whether exercised through one
form or another, is ordained of God in
things pertaining to God, nor has it any-
thing whatever to do with men’s relations
toward God.

‘We have before shown that the Consti-
tution of the United States is the only
form of government that has ever been on
earth that is in harmony with the prin-
ciple announced by Christ, demanding of
men only that which is Czesar’s and refus-
ing to enter in any way into the field of
man’s relationship to God. This Consti-

tution sprung from the principles of the
Declaration of Independence, and on this
point simply asserts the truth of God.
The American people do not appreciate
to the one-hundredth part, the value of
the Constitution under which they live.
They do not honor in any fair degree the
noble men who pledged their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor, that
these principles might be our heritage.
All honor to those noble men. All integ-
rity to the principles of the Declaration of
Independence. All allegiance to the Con-
stitution as it now is, under which we live,
which gives to Ceasar all his due, and
leaves men to render to God all that they,
instructed by the word of God, guided by
their own conscience enlightened by the
Spirit of God, may see that he requires of
them. May the sweet face of Heaven
shine in infinite pity upon the poor de-
luded souls who think they are doing God
service in their efforts to subvert the Con-
stitution, and men’s liberties under it, by
a religious amendment. And may Heav-
en’s twice blessed mercy be on and about
the poor people who have respect for Jesus
Christ and their right to worship God,
when these people shall have accomplished
their purpose. A, T.J.

-

The Massachusetts Sunday Law.

HERE, in New England, when the Ar-
kansas persecutions, and the celebrated
King case are referred to, it is often urged
that these things are made possible in the
United States, only by the ignorance, and
consequent bigotry of the poorer classes
in the South. They still fondly fancy that
in enlightened New England, their Sunday
laws, whatever their origin, would be en-
forced, if at all, only by kind hearted phil-
anthropists, and for the benefit of the
over-weary and hard-pressed toilers. Such
forget the fact that law, when once on
the statute book, is open to enforcement
by every citizen, the most ignorant and
bigoted, as well as the most enlightened
and philanthropic. The courts can make
no distinctions. The judge and the jury
may know that the motive of the com-
plainant is one of petty spite, or narrow
persecution, and that the complainant
himself breaks the law he tries to enforce,
and yet if the law has been broken, they
must decide against the defendant. They
can not even bring their judgment as to
the justice or injustice of the law, into
consideratiow at all, for this would be for
the judiciary to exceed the proper limits
of its authority, and take upon itself the
functions of the Legislature. Already
there have been some as genuine cases
of persecution here in Massachusetts, as
any recorded in Tennessee or Arkansas.

Some six years ago, Mr. Albert Weare
and a friend, both Seventh-day Advent-
ists, having religiously observed the day
previous, were quietly working in a barn
in the rear of their house, in the city of

Worcester. On that same day, several
hundred men, who had not observed the
day previous, were noisily working on a
street railroad in one of the principal
streets of the city; and some two thousand
of the citizens were out on a gala-day at
a popular pleasure resort near by. None
of these were disturbed, but an officer, in-
duced to act as a spy, walked down that
very street past the men who were working
on the railroad, and watched and listened
outside the barn, till sufficient evidence
was secured ; then arrested those men, and
prosecuted them, compelling them to pay
a fine.

This in enlightened Massachusetts,
shows that some of the people at least, are
still true to the memory of their sires,
who drove out the Baptists, and whipped
the Quakers, and hung the witches.

Another manifestation of this same
spirit occured only a few days since. Mr.
Stacy of Springfield, received the follow-
ing letter, a police officer acting as carrier:

Springfield, Mass., August 6, 1891.

.H. H. Stacy, EsQ.—Dear Sir: I am informed
that the game of croquet is played on the Lord’s
day, by yourself and others, on your premises at
Number 138 King Street. Your attention is re-
spectfully called to the following extract from the
public statutes, chapter ninety-eight, section two.
‘““Whoever on the Lord’s day . . takes part in
any sport, game, or play, or except as allowed or
prohibited in the preceding sections, is present at
any dancing or public diversion, show, game, or
entertainment, shall be punished by fine not ex-
ceeding fifty dollars for each offensec.”

I presume that you consider yourself justified in
playing games on the Lord’s day by section thirteen
of the same chapter, but if you will read it carefully
you will see that while it permits persons who con-
scientiously believe that the seventh day of the
week ought to be observed as a Sabbath, and who
actually refrain from secular business on that day,
to engage in such business on the Lord’s day if they
do not disturb other people thereby, it does not in-
clude games, and sports, and therefore such games
and sports are unlawful on that day.

In calling your attention to the matter in this
way I am actuated by a desire to secure compliance
with the law for the future without the disagree-
able features attending a prosecution in the courts,
and also to prevent future complaint from people
living in your vicinity.

Respectfully, .
F. G. SouTHMAYD, City Marshal.

Mr. Stacy is a Seventh-day Adventist.
He had played croquet only twice on Sun-
day. The people who complained of him
were some good (?) Sunday keeping (?)
neighbors of his, who, at the time they
saw him playing croquet, were themselves
out with a party of friends, having a
merry pleasure ride on the sacred day.
The conscience that can distinguish be-
tween riding out for pleasure on Sunday,
and playing croquet for pleasure on Sun-
day, and make one a sin and a crinfe, and
the other perfectly innocent, must be
gifted with Jesuitical powers of casuistry.

It seems, however, from the decision of
the City Marshal of Springfield; that not
only the elastic consciences of the com-
plainants, but even the law of the State,
makes such fine distinctions. The Sun-

day law of Massachusetts exempts from
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all its penalties, the letting of teams, and
consequently the use of teams for pur-
poses of pleasure, on Sunday, and yet it
condemns all games and sports on that
day. Section thirteen, referred to in the
letter of the Marshal, reads as follows:—

‘Whoever conscientiously believes that the sev-
enth day of the week ought to be observed as the
Sabbath, and actually refrains from secular busi-
ness and labor on that day, shall not be liable to
the penalties of this chapter for performing secular
business, travel, or labor on the Lord’s day, if he
disturbs no other person.

It is the evident intent of this section
to cover the penalties of the chapter, and
exempt the seventh-day observer, pro-
vided he disturbs no other person, but as
secular business and labor are specified,
and sports are not, the Marshal of Spring-
field decides that the seventh-day observer
may work on Sunday, but he cannot play.

All this is but another illustration of
the worthlessness of exemptions. They
are but class legislation anyhow, and if
the Government confined itself to its legit-
imate sphere of protecting and maintain-
ing the inherent rights of its subjects, in-
stead of despotically invading those rights,
they would never be needed or thought of.

All such legislation as this, is a direct
invasion of inherent rights, and a dis-
grace to our boasted civilization. We
look for Massachusetts yet to come to the
very front in this iniquitous religio-politi-
cal movement. The blood of her Puritan
ancestry still runs in her veins, with its
taint of bigotry, as well as its sturdy vir-
tues.

The speech of Congressman Morse of

Massachusetts, in the Washington Sun-

day law convention, two years ago, was
noticeable for its puritanic indifference to
the rights of conscience, and its advocacy
of straight religious legislation, without
even the thinnest veil of the ‘‘ civil Sunday
law ” sham.

In fact everywhere here in the East, the
¢ civil Sunday ” is less talked about, and
in all the numerous mass meetings and
conventions of the American Sabbath
Union, and its allies, the enforcing of
strictly religious Sunday laws, is unblush-
ingly advocated.

If this is what they really want, as we
know it is, we are glad to have them say
so. Even a wolf is less dangerous, when
every one knows it is a wolf, than when
many imagine it is only a ‘‘civil ” lamb.

G. E. F1FIELD.

-

The “Civil Sabbath.”

SABBATH observance is nothing more
nor less, than a religious business. Under
the United States Constitution as it now
is, any number of persons may observe
any day of the week as a Sabbath, or keep
no day at all, as they choose. No one
may interfere with another, on account of
his religious, or mnon-religious views.
Hence, upon this question, all are upon
an equality. And yet there are those

who arg dissatisfied with this impartiality.
They claim the need of a ¢ civil Sabbath ”
law.

Well, if such a thing could be, it is now
already provided for by the Constitution,
on equal terms with the religious Sabbath.
Any number of persons may observe it
(if such a thing could be) to their heart’s
content, and none could lawfully molest
them. What more does anybody need ?

There is something singular about this
so called ‘‘civil Sabbath” movement.
The prime movers therein, are religious
Sunday-keepers. What do they want
with another kind of Sabbath? It seems
as though one kind of a Sabbath ought to
be enough for anybody. And in reality
itis. No one needs, neither desires, more
than one Sabbath for his own use. Proof:
Suppose those who observe the seventh
day ‘“according to the commandment,”
should get a law to compel the observance
of Saturday, would it suit Sunday-keep-
ers? No, indeed! Well, on the other
hand: Suppose those who keep no Sab-
bath, should get a law to forbid all Sab-
bath observance, would it suit Sunday-
keepers? No, indeed! Then can they
tell why they are working so hard to do
to others, that which they would not, that
others should do to them ? Some, if not
all of them claim to love Jesus, and to
believe the word which says of Jesus:
‘“He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also so to walk, even ashe walked.”

Did Jesus attempt to get a law to force
any one to do as he thought was right ?
Nay, verily. Do they indeed, walk as he
walked ? J. P. Logan.

Oneco, Illinois.

<
<

To Make Christians Keep Sunday.

IN the American Sabbath for J une,
Rev. James Brand, D.D., says that the
¢ Christian Sabbath is in peril most of all
from the secularization of the Church.
There is hardly any subject in the interest
of which it is so hard to arouse men or to
secure an audience, even among Chris-
tians, as on this subject of the Sabbath.”
He then follows with an exhortation to
the ministers to agitate this question *¢ till
the Christian conscience is aroused.”

In another article in the same_ paper
Professor J. L. McCartney, Secretary of
the fourth district of the American Sab-
bath Union, in giving a report of his
work in Wheeling, West Virginia, says:

I was told that it was a common thing for Chris-
tians to buy fruit on the Lord’s day; that one
grocer said they (the church members of a certain
congregation) were some of his best customers on

the Sabbath; and that the pastor of the congrega-
tion had frequently sent#for things on the Sabbath.”

He further adds, that ‘‘the African
Methodist Episcopal Church,” Wheeling,
had out a flaming placard for an excur-
sion next Sabbath from Pittsburg to
Wheeling, at $1.50 for the round trip.
Ministers from Pittsburg, and their con-
gregations, pastors and their congrega-

tions of neighboring towns, were all in-
vited to the grand rally on that day. 1t
was the boldest and most outrageous dese-
cration of the Sabbath by the Church that
I have ever known.”

Mr. Little, of Dorchester, Massachu-
setts, in a paper read before the Congre-
gational Council of the World, at Lon-
don, July 20, stated that, ‘“the duty of
the Church, more difficult and important
than any other, was to be right in its
practice. Some of the greatest obstacles
to the correct observance of the day
were the thoughtless habits of Christian
people.”

A minister in Duluth, Minnesota, speak-
ing on the Sunday question recently, said:
‘‘ But unfortunately the trains are moving,
mails are being sent over the land, ma-
chinery is in motion, men are working
incessantly, and we poor Christians are
patronizing their employers.” -

Charles A. Blanchard, President of
Wheaton (Illinois) College, wrote recently
in regard to the perils of Sunday:—

In the second place the teaching of the pulpit
has largely failed; the practice of the pew has
failed more largely and lamentably. Professing
Christians break the Sabbath in their homes; re-
quire those whom they employ to break it and
share in the profits of Sabbath breaking. So that
men of the world look at the method of Church
observance and believe that it does not make any
difference whether men keep the Sabbath or not.
They do not feel afraid to disregard it, because they
see persons who profess to be obedient to God, vio-
lating it themselves.”

In regard to the means to be used to
change the present condition of Sunday
work and amusements, he further adds:—

My opinion is that if the Church alone would
begin and energetically do what God requires, the
current of public thought in regard to the Lord’s
day would be changed in six months. If preachers,
teachers in theological seminaries, and leading
members of churches, continue to print, sell, and
read Sunday newspapers, to own stock in, act as
managers of, and travel on Sabbath-breaking
trains, consent that the mail service of our entire
Nation should be reducing to practical heathenism
thousands of our fellow-men, if the Church con-
tinues in this line, the Sabbath day will not be re-
covered, and the ruin of those who are destroyed
for want of it will lie very largely at the door of
the Church.”

It is too bad that ‘¢ Christians” will
persist in acting so; why is it that they
won’t keep Sunday any better ? But one
might more pertinently ask, why is it that
so many of them are clamoring for laws to
compel everybody to keep Sunday when

' they do not keep it themselves ? Do they

realize an inability to keep the day, and
so ask the Government to station an army
of brass buttoned blue coats about them
to compel them to do their duty? And
dreading the example of some one whose
conscience does not smite him for work-
ing, or for attending some place of worldly
amusement on Sunday, does this class of
Christians ask a law to compel everybody
to keep Sunday for fear their weak knees
and undeveloped spines cannot sustain
them against the Sunday-breaking influ-



276

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL.

ences ? Professed Christians should be
ashamed of themselves for asking human
law to sustain an obligation for which
they claim a divine command. If God
has commanded men to observe Sunday
there is certainly no need of human law
upon the subject. If he has not com-
manded such observance, the sooner it
sinks into eternal desuetude the better.
If Christians want people to observe the
things they believe, let them present to
the world the example of a consistent
life. There is no influence to be com-
pared with the power of Jesus Christ in a
truly consistent Christian. It is to this
power, and to this alone, that Christians
are to look for success in making mankind
better. Let us trust more in God and less
in human law. A. O. Tarr.

<+

Prohibition from a Wrong Standpoint.

THE SENTINEL is not and never has

been opposed to the prohibition of the.

liquor traffic on proper civil grounds. It
may be that under existing conditions
prohibition is not practicable; but that
does not affect the principle. If thesaloon
is a menace to the peace and safety of so-
ciety, if it makes criminals and paupers,
thus increasing the burdeus of taxation,
if it endangers life and destroys prdperty,
the State may properly prohibit it.

But this is not the standpoint from
which prohibition is advocated by the
great majority of those who are in favor
of it. Very unfortunately, it is made a
religious question. It is proposed to pro-
hibit the liquor traffic not as a menace to
civil society, but as a sin against God.
This is a most serious mistake. It is a
mistake however to which the Prohibition-
ists are very generally committed. This
is well illustrated by the following reso-!
lutions, which among others, were adopted
by the Prohibitionists of St. Lawrence
County, in their recent convention at
Ogdensburg, this State:—

Resolved, 1. That the question of how to deal
with the rum traffic is the problem of the age, and
that its solution is the work upon the hands of the
Prohibition party under God.

Resolved, 6, That the interests of our Nation de-
mand a faithful observance of the holy Sabbath
and the enforcement of law touching the same, for
the sake of the home and pubhc safety

In the name of God and home, and native land.

In this assumption of a divine commis-
sion to abolish the liquor traffic lurks a
very grave danger. Necessarily, when
men assume to act for God, they assume
also to interpret the will of God; and in
this the Prohibitionists are no exception.:
Demanding prohlbltlon for religious rea<
sons, because it is sin, and because it hin-
ders religious work, they necessarily stand;
committed to the suppression of every-
thing that in their view is morally wrong,
that is, everything that is in violation of
the divine law; for it cannot be denied

that if it were the duty of the ftate to
prohibit the liquor traffic because it is sin
against God, it would be equally its duty
to prohibit all sin.

It is this confusing of civil and religious
things that leads the Prohibitionists to
demand Sunday legislation. Assuming
that it is their mission to prohibit sin,
and believing disregard of Sunday to be
sin, they demand that it too be prohibited.

This is directly in the same line with
the National Reformers, whose scheme of
government is thus explained by Rev. N.
R. Johnson, in the Christtan Statesman:

All civil governments and all officers should take
the Bible as the higher law and as the rule of ac-
tion. Indeed, this holy law is just as good a rule
of action in the State, as in the Church, or in per-
sonal relations. Accordingly the whole moral law
as summed up in the ten commandments, and the
whole moral Mosaic penal code, would be the rule
of action in Congress, in State Legislatures and in
the courts of justice. Kidnapping, man-stealing,
blasphemy and adultery, as well as murder would
be punished by severe penalties. Not the ever-
changing will of the people, but the unchangeable
law of the Most High would be of supreme author-
ity. As this would be right, can we doubt that
good would result ?

This we are told ‘‘ would tend power-
fully to the suppression of existing evil—
of all abounding wickedness. Public idol-
worship, profanity, blasphemy, Sabbath
desecration, disregard of parental author-
ity, oppression of the poor, and of the
millions once enslaved, shameful wrongs
done to women, the licensed liquor traffic,
intemperance, legalized prostitution, in-
famous divorce systems, polygamy, blood-
shed, adultery—these and gimilar evils
would be punished as the divine law re-
quires.”

To be consistent every man who de-
mands prohibition because the liquor traf-
fic is sin, must with avowed National Re-
formers demand the enforcement of the
whole of the moral law as summed up in
the ten commandments; in short every
loglcally consistent Prohibitionist is,
whether he knows it or not, committed al-
ready to the National Reform scheme.
And this is the reason that no man who
has a just appreciation of freedom of
conscience, and who is willing that his
neighbor should enjoy the perfect relig-
ious liberty sought to be guaranteed to
every citizen by the Constitution of the
United States, can affiliate with the Pro-
hibition Party. C. P. B.

-
.

Interesting Statistics.

Avgust 8, the Census Bureau issued a
bulletin giving statistics of the Roman
Catholic Church and all other Catholic bod~
ies historically related to it which are rep-
resented in the United States. The total
number of communicants is 6,250,045,
who are attached to 10,221 organizations
(churches, chapels, and stations), making
an average of 611 communicants to each
congregation. The total value of church
property, including edifices, the ground

on which they stand, furniture, bells, etc.,
is $118,381,516. The average value of
each edifice is therefore about $13,500.
The Metropolitan See of New York, with
its 472,806 communicants, has church
property valued at nearly $9,000,000; that
of Chicago comes second, with property
worth $6,457,064, and that of Boston
third, with a total of $6,379,078. Brook-
lyn comes fourth, with a valuation of
$5,751,907, and Newark fifth, with $4,-
297,482. These five sees have more than
one-fourth of the entire valuation of the
church.

In the distribution of communicants, the
archdiocese of New York comes first, with
472,806; Boston second, with 419,660;
Chicago third, with 326,640; Philadephia
fourth, with 251,162; Brooklyn fifth, with
228,785 St. Paul sixth, with 208,484 ; and
Baltimore seventh, with 192,597. There
are twenty-two sees, which contain up-
ward of 100,000 communicants each.

The church is represented in every State
and Territory in the country, including
Alaska, and the District of Columbia. It
has organizations in every county, except
one, in the six New England States; also
in every county in New York, New Jer-
sey, Wisconsin, and other States and Ter-
ritories.

<
-

Madison’s Views of ‘Property.”

PROPERTY, in its most general sense, is
the right to the use or enjoyment of any-
thing. We have a property in our time.
All of each individual’s time (that is, as
far as government is concerned) belongs to
himself; hence, government has no more
right to dictate to an individual how he
shall use his time than it has to dictate to
him how he shall use his money; and it
has no more right to deprive him of the
free use of his time than it has to deprive
him of the free use of his money. Each
individual, in actions that concern only
himself, is absolute sovereign, governed
only by natural laws. The father of our
National Constitution in an essay written
in 1792, carried this idea of property even
further :—

“In its larger and juster meaning, it
[property] embraces everything to which
a man may attach a value and have a
right, and which leaves to everyone else
the ltke advantage. [italics Madison’s]

He has a property of peculiar
value in his religious opinions, and in the
profession and praclice dictated by them.

In a word, as a man is said to
have a right to his property, he may be
equally said to have a property in his
rights. . . .

‘““Government is instituted to protect
property of every sort; as well that which
lies in the various rights of individuals,
as that which the term particularly ex-
presses. This being the end of govern-
ment, that alone is a just government
which ‘mpartially secures to every man
whatever is his own.
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‘¢ According to this standard of merit,
the praise of affording a just security to
property should be sparingly bestowed on
a government which, however scrupu-
lously guarding the possessions of individ-
uals, does not protect them in the enmjoy-
ment and communication of their opinions,
in which they have an equal, and, in the
estimation of some, a more valuable prop-
erty.

¢ More sparingly should this praise be
allowed to a government where a man’s
religrous rights are violated by penalties,
or fettered by tests, or taxed by a hier-
archy.

““Conscience is the most sacred of all
property; other property depending in
part on positive law [that is, human law],
the exercise of that [conscience] being a
natural and unalienable right. To guard
a man’s house as his castle, to pay public
and enforce private debts with the most
exact faith, can give no title to invade a
man’s conscience, which is more sacred
than his castle, or to withhold from it that
debt of protection for which the public
faith is pledged by the very nature and
original conditions of the social part.

If there be a government, then,
which prides itself in maintaining the in-
violability of property; which provides
that none shall be taken directly, even for
public use, without indemnification to the
owner, and yet directly violates the prop-
erty which individuals have tn their opin-
ions, their religion, their passions, and
their faculties—nay, more, which <ndi-
rectly violates their property in their
actual possessions, in the labor that ac-
quires their daily subsistence, and in the
hallowed remnant of time which ought to
relieve their fatigues and soothe their
cares—the influence will have been antici-
pated that such a government is not a
pattern for the United States.

¢“ If the United States mean to obtain or
deserve the full praise due to wise and
just governments, they will equally re-
spect the rights of property and the prop-
erty in rights; they will rival the govern-
ment that most sacredly guards the
former, and by repelling its example in
violating the latter, will make themselves
a pattern to that and all other govern-
ments.”

<
-

Not Enforced Impartially.

THAT Sunday laws are not enforced
against the very class which we are told
they are especially designed to reach has
just been illustrated in Walla Walla,
Wash. The Union-Journal, of that city,
in its issue of August 1, gives the follow-
ing account of a typical case:—

Probably what was the wealthiest jury that ever
sat on a case in this county was the jury that
tried A. Schwarz for violation of the Sunday law,
in Justice Taylor’s court, Friday. The verdict was,
‘“Not guilty.” Prosecuting Attorney Blandford
fought nobly for the State and the execution of the
law, and its failure surely does not lay upon his
shoulders nor upon any of the public officials. The

responsibility rests entirely with the jury. The
first witness put on the stand was Marshal Robin-
son, who testified that he was in the saloon, saw
beer passed over the bar and paid for. Twenty-five
or thirty men were in the saloon all day. His evi-
dence was corroborated by that of other witnesses.
About the same arguments were made by the de-
fense as on the previous day, but were completely
refuted by the prosecution. The Jury, after de-
liberating only ten minutes, returned a verdict of
not guilty.

If the defendant had been a poor Sab-
batarian on trial for digging potatoes or
plowing, greatly to the annoyance and
scandal of his Sunday-keeping neighbors,
a different verdict might have been ren-
dered. Certain it is that as a rule Sunday
laws are made effective only in the most
petty cases. They should be wiped out
everywhere.

<

Sabbaths Galore.

‘WE have the ‘‘Continental Sunday,”
the ¢‘Puritan Sabbath,” the ‘‘ American
Sabbath,” and now, if Judge Hammond
is correctly reported, we will have State
sabbaths galore. Of his decision in the

King case, the repert says:—

By Judge Hammond’s decision the defendant is
remanded back to the custody of the sheriff to
serve his sentence. The decision is based, not so
much on the constitutionality of the Sabbath
clause, as upon the fact that King was convicted
under due process of Tennessee law, and that it is
not in the province of the Federal Court to review
the case. Judge Hammond rules, however, that if
man has set Sunday apart in due form by his law
for rest, it must be obeyed as man’s law, if not
as God’s law.

It appears then that King is condemned
for violating the Tennessee sabbath. This
institution, however, can be violated only
by those who observe the seventh-day Sab-
bath; all others are exempt. Great is Sun-
day of the Tennesseeans!— Signs of the
Times.

-

The Christian’s Source of Power.

IN the Missionary Review for Janu-
ary, Rev. John Rutherford, M. A., of
Scotland, has an excellent article on ‘‘ Ex-
amples from Modern Missionary History
of the unmistakable interposition of God
in answer to prayer, and in behalf of his
servants and their work.”

Beginning with the remarkable deliver-
ance of Leyden, when besieged by the
Spaniards in 1574, he presents quite nu-
merous instances of the remarkable inter-
position of God in answer to prayer.
And, evidently, with the thought before
him that the rum, opium, and slave traffic
carried on by Christians in heathen lands,
is among the greatest difficulties with
which the missionary has to contend, he
closes with this paragraph :—

‘Whether we are opposed by immoral legislation
or the opium trade or the cruelties of slavery or of
the African trade in alcohol, or by the vast force
of heathenism, let our resources be the power of
God made available for all the needs of his Church.
Yes, in all Christian work God supplies all our
need according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.

This is the expression of a faith that
believes that God’s own power is all-suffi-
cient for his work. The sentiment of the
foregoing paragraph is, when difficulties

confront the work of the Christian, in-
stead of turning to human agencies for
help, let him go to his God in the strong
confidence of abiding faith; go, believing
that God is able to carry forward his
work against any form of opposition, and
raise it above the greatest difficulties. The
Christian believes that his God created
the world, aye, the worlds, that he up-
holds all things ‘‘by the word of his
power,” and that there is nothing too
great for him to perform. Then how fool-
ish it is to turn from the strength of the
omnipotent God to seek help from the
finite arm of man, or to cower before any
of his adverse decrees.

It is said of the ancient prophets that
they, ¢“through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained prom-
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens.” The
God of the prophets and ancient Israel is
the God of the Israel of to-day. From
this principle, certainly no Christian can
dissent.

These thoughts are recommended to the
consideration of our National Reform
friends who are so loud in their demands
for human laws to assist Christ in carry-
ing on his work in the earth. Christianity
is not dependent upon the favors of human
enactments; it often shines at its brightest
when its advancing columns are march-
ing in the face of opposing legislation.

A. O, Tarr.

-
<

THE National Reform movement of the
nineteenth century is the National Reform
movement of the fourth century over
again. Then under stress of so-called
Christian influence the State declared the
principles of the Church to be those to
which everything must be subordinated,
and the demand is made now that the
State shall do the same thing. Can we
hope that the result would be different ?
The demand as now formulated is that
¢¢ Christian morality shall be taken as the
ultimate standard of right, and that all
our laws shall conform to this standard.”
This simply means to make the divine
law, or rather that which the courts may
hold or the Church decide to be the divine
law, the fundamental law of the land. It
would then be superior to the Constitu-
tion, and human judges would administer
the divine law and decree punishment for
its infraction! The Church and the State
would both be governed by the same law;
in the Church it would be known as eccle-
siastical law, in the State as civil law;
but it would be the same law. This is
simply what was done in the Dark Ages,
and the evils of a union of Church and
State are inseparable from such a system
whether it be called a union of Church
and State or only a union of religion and
the State.
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Religious Liberty Assaciation.

The Sunday Bill in Canada.

MR. CHARLTON'S bill which has been before the
Dominion Parliament the past two years, is at last
disposed of. The committee to whom it was re-
ferred cut it down to less than one half its original
size, retaining only those sections which prohibited
the publication of Sunday newspapers, the running
of certain railway trains, and the opening of canals
for traffic on Sunday. In this mutilated form it
was brought before the House of Commons. On
motion of Mr. Charlton, the promoter of the bill,
the House went into a committee of the whole to
consider his measure. A sharp debate followed, in
which many of the members took part. The strong
opposition to the bill from various quarters, showed
that the present Parliament has a majority which
does not fall in with the movement now on foot to
enforce Sunday observance. In the debate, some
of the members spoke in behalf of the Sunday
newspaper men; others opposed the bill on the
ground that such legislation should be left to the
discretion of the provincial Legislatures, while
other opposition was based on the broad ground of
religious liberty, that the people should not be
hedged about with ‘‘ cast-iron laws,” nor could they
be “‘legislated into Christianity.”

Sir John Thompson, a prominent member, spoke
decidedly against the bill; but out of deference to
the feelings of the Christian community, he recom-
mended Mr. Charlton to withdraw the measure.
He moved that the committee rise, report progress,
and ask leave to sit again. This is called ‘‘the ten-
derest form of perfumed asphyxiation known to
Parliament.”

This brought Mr. Charlton to his feet. He pro-
tested against the committee rising without further
considering the bill, and insisted that they had the
right to deal with the question of Sunday observ-
ance, and ought to exercise it. The Montreal Star
thus describes Mr. Charlton’s last effort in behalf
of his bill:—

Mr. Charlton made so vigorous a fight against
this effort to chloroform his bill, that the House
could hardly recognize in him the mild gentleman
who usually sits next to Sir Richard. His voice
rang out defiantly through the chamber as he asked
if there was nothing left in the bill worth so much
as consideration, and twitted Mr. Mills with being
far too great a stickler for provincial rights in the
face of so important a question. The bill did not
meet his views by any means, but he wanted to get
some legislation through on this subject. Amid
cries of “No” and ‘ Carried,” he held that some
law of this kind was demanded by the Christian
people of Canada, and threatened members with
arraignment before public opinion if they flung
aside the bill without consideration.

The chairman pronounced the motion to rise car-
ried, but Mr, Charlton demanded a vote. A rising
vote was then taken, and the motion was carried
with sixty-three yeas, and eighteen nays.—R. S.
Owen, in Review and Herald.

<
-

Early Closing and Sunday Closing.

AN association of clerks in Denver is trying to
secure the closing of all stores at six o’clock p. m.,
and all day Sundays. The Colorado Graphic reads
the clerks the following sensible lesson upon the
subject:—

The Retail Clerks’ Union has everything to lose
and nothing to gain by coercive measures. In all
kindness and sincerity of purpose, the Graphic
urges them to attempt no arbitrary measures, no
matter what their foolish president advises. We
have seen the rise and fall of many such move-
ments, and they have ever left stumbling places in
the road.

1t is practically impossible, in a city like Denver,
to close all retail shops at six o’clock p. m. Such a
business condition never existed.

It is contrary to business harmony.

It is against social equity.

It is one of those conditions with which the
buyer and not the seller has to deal.

Now look at it:

There would be no bakers if no one ate bread.

'{‘(here would be no clothing houses if people went
naked.

There would be no butcher shops if people ate
no meat.

There would be no sellers if there were no buyers.

No stores would open their doors after six o’clock
p.- m., or on Sunday, if there were no persistent
buyers.

Now if you clerks have a quarrel to pick, pick it
with the unfortunate buyer.

Logic is logic.

You have the world to fight.
to combat.

You can not compel a shopkeeper in Denver to
shut his shop one minute from the stroke of the
clock at the grand entree of a new year to the last
minute of that year, unless he is willing to shut it;
and no law under the national Constitution and
Bill of Rights can be enforced to compel him to do
50,

You may fuss, and fume, and chafe, as much as
you please, but you can not overcome this fact.

In the United States of America no sumptuary
law can exist.

In the United States of America no Sunday law
can prevail,

Sunday observance must be the voluntary act of
the individual.

Many business houses find it convenient to close
at six o’clock p. m., and all day Sunday. Others
find it convenient and profitable to continue busi-
ness after six p. m., and for a few hours on Sunday.
The clerks in other stores tave no lawful authority
to deprive these merchants of their right or of their
desire. You may win their clerks from them; but
within an hour they will find a score anxious to fill
the vacancies.

Let well-enough alone.

Look to the buyer.

You have history

P
<>

OF the King case, now so prominently before the
country, the Sabbath Recordersays:—

Such are the legitimate fruits of the ‘“civil Sab-
bath ” laws for which the Sunday Sabbath reform-
ers are 8o loudly clamoring, and so earnestly work-
ing. Given such laws throughout the United
States, and every Sabbath-keeper in the country
would be exposed to just that kind of treatment.
In the language of Judge Hammond, ‘‘ Malice, re-
ligious or otherwise, may dictate a prosecution,”
and there is evidence of sufficient malice against
Sabbath-keepers to dictate a good many prosecu-
tions, ‘‘but if the law has been violated this fact
never shields the law-breaker.” In other words,
the law takes no notice of the unworthy and un-
holy motives which prompt the prosecution. If
men set apart, by law, Sunday as a civil rest day,
it must be observed as such, without regard to the
law of God; and if any man shall choose to do
otherwise, even from the most conscientious regard
to the laws of God, the spirit of malice may follow
him to the bitter end, and the law grants him no
protection in the exercise of his religious convic-
tions. This is what ‘‘ civil Sabbath ”’ means, Judge
Hammond, of the United States District Court,
being judge. We are sure that no Seventh-day
Baptist desires to be put into such a position as
that. We are quite sure, also, that no Seventh-day
Baptist would willingly do anything to place any-
body else in such a position.

-
na

RACINE, Wisconsin, is having some excitement
over closing the saloons on Sunday. The former
Mayor had the saloons closed on that day, but when
the present Mayor was elected he allowed the sa-
loons to be again opened. The church people pe-
titioned the Mayor to no effect, and afterwards
formed a citizen’s association, employed some de-
tectives from Chicago, and began to arrest the
saloon-keepers. As a result the saloons are closed,
only as some who have the password are admitted
on the sly.

It should ever be kept before the public, that if
these church people would put forth the same zeal
to have the saloons closed every day in the week,
it would be as easy to do that as to shut them up
simply on Sunday. And when they only make
their great efforts to secure Sunday closing, it is
manifest that their zeal is for Sunday, and not
against the saloon. Correct principles are always
broad enough to take in more than Sunday, or any
other one day in the week, when suppressing the
saloon.

Lecture Bureau of the National Re-
ligious Liberty Association.

THE Lecture Bureau of the National Religious
Liberty Association is composed of competent lec-
turers in various parts of the United States, and
any one desiring lectures upon the subject of re-
ligious liberty and the relation of Church and
State, may secure a lecturer by corresponding with
Allen Moon, the Secretary of the Bureau, 28 College
Place, Chicago, Illinois. :

L d

TucsoN, Arizona, has passed a Sunday ordi-
nance and is enforcing it, so says the Mail -and
Express.

-
<+

PETITIONS to close all business on Sunday, are
being circulated in Sibley, Iowa, and are said to be
creating quite a stir.

<
*>-

THE present Mayor of Dayton, Tennessee, is en-
forcing the Sunday ordinances and closing all
places of business there on that day.

D o

“THE Sunday-closing law,” remarks the ‘Pearl
of Days,” ‘‘is now rigidly enforced in Fernandina,
Florida. Not only saloons, but cigar stores and
soda water stands must be closed on Sunday, and
nothing can be sold but ice, milk, and drugs.”

<
<+

AN Adventist preacher writes thus to a California
paper, of a company of new Sabbath-keepers in
southeastern Tennessee:—

May God help this dear little company to stand
firm under the present outburst of persecution
which some are wont to urge upon them. Some
are lying in ambush, like a coyote, to catch them
working on Sunday, so as to report them to the
Grand Jury.

e

REv. W. F. CrAFTS, the apostle of the ‘civil
Sabbath ” with the religion in it, recently visited
Bradford, Pennsylvania. He severely censured
the City Council for their action of some months
ago on the Sunday ordinance, and declared the
Sunday law of Pennsylvania one of the best in the
United States. Under his direction a Rest-day
League was formed and committees were appointed
to carry forward the work of forcing tne people of
Bradford to keep Sunday.

P

IT was noted in these columns last week that the
Superintendent of Public instruction in Texas had
declined to give certificates to certain Sisters of
Charity, on the ground that as they would devote
their wages to the Catholic Church, to employ them
as teachers would be a violation of the State Con-
stitution, which provides that no part of the school
fund shall ever ‘‘be appropriated to or used for the’
support of any sectarian school.” The matter was
referred to the Attorney-General, who has decided
that nothing in the Constitution or the laws-of the
State disqualified such persons from receiving cer-
tificates, if otherwise qualified.

THE Mid-Continental Review says: ‘‘THE AMER-
ICAN SENTINEL, a religio-political journal, has
come regularly to our table for the last eighteen
months, and is always a welcome visitor. While
we can not indorse all its sentiments and views,
yet its fearless expression of what it conceives to
be right commends it to the thinking men of the
day. Church and State, polygamy, and the Sun-
day law, are among the subjects that are discussed,
and which must result in good in securing thought
and investigation among the people. It is think-
ing, reflecting men that are needed in this day, and
especially in America where the Government must
be perpetuated by and through the intelligence and
virtue of the people, or destroyed through their
ignorance and debasement. Let the battle go on!
The truth never came out from the ordeal of dis-
cussion with its lustre dimmed.”
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The National Reform Movementan Absurdity 16

Contains the following departments: General Am These tracts are of convenient size, printed upon good paper, and are put up iu

tides, devoted to practical hygiene and popular
medical papers; The Home Gymnasium, an illus-
trated department of physical culture; Dress, which
opposes _extreme notions, but advocates rational
dress-reform; Social Purity, conducted in the in-
terest of all that pertains to the moraldpurltz of the
individual, the home, and society; Medical Frauds,
containing reports of the results of recent and orlg-
inal investigations of the nature and composition
of secret nostrums, and the methods of secret sys-
tem- of medical treatment. Editorial, and A Doc-
tor’mChats with His Patients, combine a rich va-
riety of hygienic tldblts_repre_sentm? latest scien-
tific thought and racy discussions of live medical
topics, new ideas in medical philosophy, new the-
ones of disease, etc.; and Household Science
wherein Mrs. J. H. Kellogg gives the readers of
Good Health the benefit of her years of exper-
ience in Hygienic Cookery. The publishers offer
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The Household Monitor of Health,
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$1.37.  Address,

«MB HEALTH PUB. C ., Batti« Creek, Mich.

IS THE PAPACY IN PROPHECY?

BY THE

Roy. Thomas W. Haskins, M. A,
Rector Christ Church, Los Angeles. Cal.

The above Is the title of a treatise written by
the author at the request of the Ministerial Union
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cussion upon the present aspectand aims of the
Roman Catholic Church in the United States, the
author taking the ground that the rise, progress,
present and future condition of the temporal
power known as the Papacy, or Vaticanism, is
outlined in the prophecies of Holy Scriptures
with sufficient accuracy to determine what the
“Papacy” is, and what is to be its future devel-
opment and ultimate end.
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The New Enlarged and Authorized Edition of that Remarkable Work,

THE CHRISTIAN'S

SECRET OF A HAPPY LIFE.

This Work, the demand for which has been so
great as to wear out two sets of plates, has now
been put in entirely new form. The book having
become an accepted classic in devotional literature,
it was thought wise to issue this new edition in a

compact form, and in a variety of bindings.

Oc-

casion has also been taken by the author to thor-
oughly revise the whole work, besides adding con-
siderable new matter.

Few Books of a Religious Character have been accorded
such Hearty and Universal Indorsement.

“To commend this work would seem almost superfluous; and yet to young
Christians who may not know it, we can not refrain from saying, Buy this
book, and keep it with your Bible for constant study, until you have thoroughly

mastered, in your own experience, the ‘secret’ of which it tells.

It will trans-

form the dark days of your life, as it has transformed those of thousands before
you, into days of heavenly light. "—New York Evangelist.

“We have not for years read a book with more delight and profit.
has a rich experience, and tells it in a plain and delightful manner.

Advocate.
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ROMANISM AND CIVIL LIBERTY

BY HON. WILLIAM JACKSON ARMSTRONG.
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which contains a verbatim report of a
powerful lecture delivered by this well
known speaker, in Oakland, California.

Price, 4 cents.
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SIBERIA AND THE NIHILISTS.
Why Kennan Went to Siberia.

By William Jackson Armstrong.
________ o J—
This is one of the most

INTENSELY INTERESTING

and thoroughly reliable contributions to literature
on Russia and the Nihilists ever published.
Everybody should read this book, because no
one can be intelligent upon the subject of which
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Evening Line by the Picturesque

Hudson.
STEAMERS BALDWIN AND ROMER.

To Kingston, and the CatsUIl Mountains, leaving
New York dally, except Sundays, at 4:00 p. m.,
from pier 46, foot of West 10th street; and
Rondout, daily, except Saturday, at 6:00 p. m.
Saturday steamer leaves New York at 1:00 p. m.
These Steamers are under the management
of, and sailed by, their owners. Comfort and
safety assured, comfortable staterooms, excellent
meals, and an opportunity to view the grandm
ett river scenery in the world, In the setting sun,
and by moonlight.

PENSIONS

The Disability Bill Isa Law.

soldiers disabled since the war are entitled.

Dependent widows and parents now dependent
whose sons died from effects of army service are
included. If you wish your claim speedlll\T and sue-

AmES

Late Commissioner of Pensions, Washington D.C.

Illustrated Curiosity List

With box of Ornamental Minerals, Indian Rel(ifs
Curiosities, 10c. _“Companion,” Illustrated, de-
scribing curiosities, 25c. year; Advertisements,
Ic. aword. [Mention this paper.]

E. A. BROWNE, Florence, Arizona
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NoTE.— Any one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some
friend, unless plainly marked ‘‘Sample copy.” It is our invari-
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered
the SENTINEL need have mo fears that they will be asked to pay
for it simply because they take it from the post-office.

SENATOR PrLUMB, of Kansas, gave ex-
pression to an important truth, when he
said: ““Whatever domain Government in-
vades it dominates. The jurisdiction
which it takes it keeps.” Those who are
asking various measures of religious leg-
islation should make a note of this fact.

-
-

Ir the State had the right to require
or to forbid one religious observance, it
would have the right to require or to for-
bid any or all others. This is why all
Christians who prize religious liberty as
they should, and who are willing that
others should enjoy the same privileges
that they themselves do, oppose all State
interference in religious matters. They
insist that all must be left absolutely free
to worship or not to worship, just as they
please.

<
-

Tue Bakers’ Assembly 5,296 Knights of
Labor, of Boston, have resolved to ask the
next Legislature of Massachusetts to enact
a law prohibiting the opening of bake-
shops on Sunday, and a committee was
instructed to present the matter to the
General Court and to conduct, during the
next few months, a vigorous campaign in
favor of Sunday closing. The members
of the Assembly will, it is stated, request
all labor organizations to assist them in
this work.

<
-

Tue Christian Advocate has the follow-
ing:—

Speaking of the flag of our country in connection
with the schools, the Youth’s Companion says:
“The flag, rightly regarded, represents many good
things besides loyalty; it represents truth, religion,
liberty, law, self-sacrifice, mutual help, and for-
bearance for a common good.” There are men in
our country who deny that the flag has anything
whatever to do with religion. They would teach
the children that there is no religious significance
whatever in the banner of the Republic. They tell
us that it rather signifies a complete divorce of the
Nation from religion. They contend that in our
country not only are Church and State separated,
but religion and the State also. This is a false and
dangerous sentiment. But for religion we would
have no Republic. The foundations of our Gov-
ernment were laid in the principles of Christianity.
The teachings of Christ are interwoven with our
laws, our literature, and our national customs and
life. The flag represents religion, protects it, and
derives from it strength and glory.

The idea that ¢ the flag ” represents re-
ligion is utterly absurd. George Wash-

ington, one of the founders of this Repub-

lic, and its first President, said: ‘‘The
Government of the United States is in no
sense founded upon the Christian relig-
ion,” therefore the flag of this country can
in no sense represent the Christian relig-
ion. And if it did represent the Christian
religion what phase of it would it repre-
sent, Protestant or Catholic? The men
who teach that the flag has no religious
significance teach truly, while men who
teach the contrary show thereby their de-
sire to have their religion enforced by the
power represented by the flag, namely,
by the State.

<
-

Pure Christianity, that of the Bible,
will never form a union with the world,
nor with worldly powers. ‘A church
thoroughly nationalized” is a spiritual
harlot according to the word of God; and
a ‘“‘nation thoroughly Christianized,” as
far as the =gis of law can make it so, is
but a repetition of the Dark Ages. A true
Christian nation will be seen only when
Christ destroys the national governments
of earth and reigns in glory over a people
redeemed by divine grace, not by civil
law.

->e —

CArDINAL GiIBBONS is credited with
saying: “I do not wish to see the day
when the Church will invoke or receive
any Government aid to build our churches,
or to pay the salary of our clergy, for the
Government may then begin to dictate to
us what doctrines we ought to preach, or
rather what we ought not to preach.”
Upon this the Christian at Work remarks:
“Now let the Cardinal extend the princi-
ple to the schools, and he will be in exact
accord with the best Protestant sentiment
of the country. The Cardinal is on the
right road; only he ought to beware of
stopping at the half-way house.”

-

A LoNG article in the New York Trib-
une, in reference to the International Con-
gregational Council, held in London, in
July, closes with this paragraph:—

It should not be without significance that this
Council, with representatives from all the world,
passed unanimously a resolution expressing the
hope that the Worlds’s Fair of 1893, will be closed
on Sundays.

No one who intelligently notes the
signs of the times will deny but that this
is significant as an evidence of the rapid
and world-wide spread of the movement
for the legal enforcement of Sunday ob-
servance.

Take in connection with this and all

‘that it means the latest judicial expres-

sion from Judge Hammond of the United
States Court in his decision upon the King
case, that ‘“to work on Sunday may be
harmless in itself because, as the peti-
tioner believes, God has not set apart that
day for rest and holiness, and yet, if man

has set it apart in due form by his law for
rest, it must be obeyed as man’s law, if not
as God’s law.”

These things are significant. They sig-
nify the general willingness to accept a
legal religion and enforce its dogmas by
law, and also that the necessary legal con-
ditions are almost ready.

<
<

THE Truth Seeker makes the following
excellent point against Judge Hammond’s
decision in the King case:—

The Judge says that it is not necessary to main-
tain that to violate the Sunday observance custom
shall be of itself immoral to make it criminal in
the eyes of the law. ‘‘It may be harmless in itself
because, as the petitioner believes, God has not set
apart that day for rest and holiness to work on
Sunday, and yet, if man has set it apart in due
form by his law for rest, it must be obeyed as man’s
law if not as God’s law.” By this, it is seen, any
Legislature can establish religious holydays, enforce
their observance, and the United States courts af-
ford no redress. We do not believe this is good
law; it certainly is monstrously unjust.

The Truth Seeker is right; the same
power that can forbid work upon one day
of the week can forbid it on another day;
and if, as Judge Hammond asserts, there
is no constitutional limitation upon this
power, the minority is left absolutely at
the mercy of the majority.

-
>

‘“ EVERYTHING good,” says the ‘Pearl
of Days,” ‘“ centers in a Christian Sabbath
for the public worship of God. Let this
worship cease in any city or town in our
country, and in fifty years there would not
be a large business enterprise in it. The
moral tone of society would be such that
business on a large scale could not be
done. There would not be confidence
enough to enable men to form and manage
corporations. No family of culture and
refinement would live there. Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, would be
like the cities of Egypt and Assyria—
given up to the owls and bats to inhabit.”
More arrant nonsense was never written.
The history of all past civilization dis-
proves the claim.
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‘WANTED.—Any one who has a copy of
THE AMERICAN SENTINEL, volumes 1, 2,
and 3, bound in one volume, that they
would sell or exchange for other reading
matter, will confer a favor by notifying
S. H. Carnahan, Walla Walla, Wash.
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